ol Commercial Real Estate

—

1 ucsday 12 September 2017
I'he Australian Financial Review | www.afr.com

commercialrealestate.com.au

Prefab timber demand growing

The managing director of off-site
construction  specialist  Strong-
bulld. Adam Strong. says demand
for prefabricated building com-
ponents, including those made
from cross Jaminated timber
(CLT). is exceeding the supply of
these products in Ausoralia.

“There's a kot of momentum in
the market and demand so we are
pretyy well placed. Bul we need
more  people  providing  these
products.” Mr Strong said.

Over the past 12 months -
over has imoreased 25 per cent sl
Srongbuild's off-site panclisaton
factory in Swdney’s north-westemn
suburbs, lifting the group’s annual
revenue to more than S30 million.

AL present the factory is produ-
cing prefabricated dmber pancls
for Macarthur Gaydens, an atford-
able housing project. pronading
$5 million of prefabicated CLT
for a nine-storey Aven retirement

village and will soon break ground
on Phoenix apartments, s six-level
developmyent with 134 aparuments
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¢ omher frame aod
CLT-built lift shafts and foors,
Panels are deliverad with pre-

with cladding and then slotted
inuoplacﬁon site, cutting down
construction  time by many

months in some cases, redu-

installed windows and doors and |

Strongbuilt is producing prefabricated timber panels at its Baulkham Hils factory in Sydney.

cing waste and building costs.

Other ploncers in the peefab
space include development and
construction  gianl  Lendlease,
which opened its own prefabrica-
von factory in Sydney Jastyear and

~which in February sokd 5 King. the
- country's tallest imber huilding at

45 metres, to the Liberman fam-
lly's Impact Investment Group.,
and Hickory Group. whose prefab-
ricated bathroom pods are vsad in
many high-rise developments,
Mr Strong sald demand was
growing despite concerns aboul
he safety of woad-based buikding
products like CLT following the
recent Grentell Tower fire wagedy

in London, which has cast a spot-
light vn potentially fammable
buikding marerials.

Mr Strong, whao will speak at
indusery body prefabAUS's nat-
ional conference in Madbourne this
week. said CLT performed better
than steel under extreme heat.

“CLT is well engineered o mis-
igate against fire risk. It s more
predictable than sweel. While we
have noidea how steel will react at
a cortain temperature, timber
SIS to char at & very prediciable
rate while insusaring the rest of the
[inside] timber [layers],” he said.

In Furope and the 1S, use of
fimber in construction is becom-

ing mainstream with both Google
in London and Microsoft in Cali-
fornia using il © construct pew
headguanters,

While CLT and off-site con-
struction were still far from main-
stream in Australia, Mr Stong
sald education, student accommeo-
datlen, childcare and aged cave
were among the sectors embra-
¢ing them.

“We're alking with Macquarie
about doing student acoonumoda-
tion out of timber and testing a
new tmber structure for them.
We're also in talks on a
commercial peoject in Sydney,”
MrStrong



